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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE THE 
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' LORD CHANCELLOR of GREAT BRITAIN. 


MY Lok. 


I pxESUME to ee this Sermon to your 
Lordſhip, not from the honour of any acquaintance 


with, nor ſoliciting any patronage from, ſo diſtin- 
guiſhed a Character N 

1 do not attempt Fe celebration of your Lord- 
ſhip's virtues, in the uſual manner of Dedicators, 


1114 


but only implore your interference i in behalf of the 
wretched Africans, rendered ſo by merciful Eu- 


. A par- 


«1 


"> A parliamentary inveſtization will ſoqn take place ; 

ſuffer me to perſuade .your Lordſhip to ſtand forth 
the avowed champion of humanity, and let your 
influence be exerted to prevent a Britiſh Senate from 


being any longer difgraced, by giving their fanQtion 
to a traffic io. diſhonourable, Anmerciful,” and 
unjuſt. 


I am, with the greateſt deference and reſpe &, 
5 MY LOR D, 


moſt obedient Servant, . 


1 Tottenham, f 
17 March, 1788. 


THOMAS BRADSHAW. 


st. LUKE, Iv. us, 19. 


THE SPIRIT. or THE LORD. 1s vPoN ME, BECAUSE 
RR HATH ANOINTED ME To PREACH THE GOSPEL TO 
| THE POOR ; HE HATH SENT ME TO HEAL THE BROKEN= | 
MEARTED, TO PREACH DELIVERANCE TO THE CAPTIVES, 
| AND RECOVERING,OF SIGHT TO. THE BLIND; TO SET AT 
| LIBERTY THEM THAT ARE BRUISED, TO PREACH THE 
ACCEPTABLE YEAR or THE LORD, | 


i: 


Tux benign influence of the Goſpel of Chriſt 
was never more beautifully nor emphatically ex- 
preſſed, than in the ſablime and energetic language | 
of the text. The words are quoted from the Pro- 
phecy of Laiah, by the mouth of Him who is the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life; who came to ac- 
a the 2 of man * his perſonal 


merit 
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merit hated 1 to publiſh the glad tidings of 
peace, and to fulfil the various predictions which 


e ee ws. 4 1 
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related to himſelf. The acceptable year of the 
Lord took place at the Saviour's appearance, who 
was divinely anointed, amongſt other | bleſſings, to 
preach deliverance to the 1% and to ſet at 


liberty them that are bruiſed. . 


The Chriſtian religion was deſigned to commu- 
nicate liberty, peace, and happineſs, throughout = - 
Tanks, orders, and degrees of men; it furniſhes the 


means of reconciliation with God, of peace and 
good-will to each other. That man bears the name 

of Chriſt in vain, who does not promote theſe gra- 

cious intentions to the full extent of his ability. The 
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unmerciful and uncompaſſionate are n pro- 
feſſors of that gracious ſyſtem, which originated with 


the God of love; Es mans mercies are oer all 
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What language, then, can I adopt; how can I 


properly expreſs myſelf on fo flagrant a breach of the 


direct tenor of the Goſpel, ſo utterly ſubverſive of 


humanity, as that which at preſent engages the 


8 
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genera adantion, and is the lamentable Wee of 
this diſcourſe? The very term, the Slave Trade, 
ſhocks all the feelings of nature, and the dictates of 
common ſenſe.—4 traffic ſo- dif gracef ul and enor- 
mous, as to be unequalled by any conduct, except 
that of its unbluſhing vindicators. And yet ſueh, 
Men, ſhall I call them, or monſters aſſuming the 
human ſhape, ſuch are'to be met with, who do not 
heſitate to attempt the defence of that which, is the 
guilt and ſhame of any country, of our own in 
particular, and but for the merciful interpoſition of 
Heaven, which forbears to execute deſerved ven- 
geance, would long ere this have involved our land 
in that miſery, which deeds of blood and horror fo. : 
juſtly demand. Why theſe offenders have not been 
vilited by ſome ſevere ſtroke of the divine indig- 
nation, is not for me to determine; why theſe: 
| enormities have hitherto, been permitted, I cannot 
preſume to- lay: The diſſ penſations of Divine Pro- 
vidence are not to be diſcuſſed by vain and curious 
minds; in many reſpects the works and ways of God 
muſt remain an unfathomable myſtery; but as they 
all proceed from infinite goodneſs and mercy, it 1s. 
our duty to acquieſce in them, till the veil of time 


| ſhall be drawn aſide, and we hall now een a all 


we are known. 
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But ſome 3 are, ( iatlterd by the tire 
worſhippers of Mammon, engaged in this inhuman 
merchandize, who really think it defenſible on many 
accounts. To ſuch I particularly addreſs myſelf, as it 
is charitably to be hoped that their hearts as yetare not 
ſo callous as the ſlave-holders themſelves—that there 
is a poſlibility of their return to the path of mercy, 
from which they now deviate; and that they may 
yet become the children of our heavenly Father, by 
reſembling him in his brighteſt n moſt amiable 
attribute. 9 | 


Let us, if we can bear it, advert for a moment 
to the miſeries of theſe unhappy outcaſts, Behold . 
them dragged from their native country by barba- 

rous wretches, who can no more feel for another's 
woe than the beaſts that periſh ; who render them- 
ſelves by cuſtom and the love of gain, more ſavage 
than the very ſavages themſelves. —See the nets 
ch they ſpread, their various devices to hunt 
theſe miſerable creatures, to ſeparate thouſands and | 
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ten thouſand. thouſands of innocent men, throv gh 
vile and mercenary motives, by premeditated con- 
trivance and infernal deliberation, from their deareft 
connections. Look at the inhuman methods of 
| taming theſe people, rendered frantic by the ty- 
ranny of their oppreflors—See them adding one 
day after another to their miſerable catalogue of 
woe. Deſpairing of hope from their cruel: taſæ- 
maſters, of any remiſſion of toil and puniſhment, 
or any return to their native country in this life, 
they feign it to be their reward in a future ſtate, 
and have recourſe even to ſelf. violence to pre- 
vent a repetition of thoſe calamities which are worſe 
than death. 


"The. hin are ſo notorious and numerous 
of the dreadful cruelties exerciſed by people pro- 
feſſing the religion of the merciful Jeſus, that we 
may * here. The facts are decidedly” true, 
and be contradicted. Let us then obviate 
thoſe nk ections which the inconſiderate may raiſe 

againſt the emancipation of their unfortunate 
-e both * nature and grace; 
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That the fe: paſſions ef . 
induce them to put their conqueted enemies to 
death, were it not for an opportunity of - ſelling 
them to advantage—That they are rendered hap- 
pier by the exchange That the Old, if not the 
New Teſtament, tolerates -ſlavery—and That they 
are en eke d OO the 
| ſlaves of 810 ſuperior. 8182 18 +: KO -TÞ SECT 47¹ 1 


In direct S8 to -the firſt is 
it is very well known that the wars in which! the 
_ Africans are engaged. are generally entered into 
without any previous injury on either ſide, and for 
no other motive than that of bringing Slaves to the 
market eſtabliſhed by the Europeans, by whom they 
have been ſupplied with arms and ammunition 
for the purpoſe. Indeed, it muſt be Wee 5 
in ſome inſtances, that _ theſe wars the 


conquerors 5 


| 135 . 
5 conquerors! hive been ſo ſheen ſed at the reſiſtance 
they met with from theſe poor creatures, who 
| well knew the conſequence of their ſubjuga- 
tion, that their ſpirit of vengeance has entirely 
prevailed over their avarice; and though they 
originally engaged in war foe! the expreſs purpoſe 
of procuring Slaves, they have been known to put 
every individual to death, ere di e eee 


Ae gar rok hn! wanted 
ls THEE! inen TV „ 
h reſpect to 4 a edlen, permit me to 
aſler with the great Warburton; Who can poſſibly be a 
judge of another's happineſs? —That ſtate which each 
man, under the guidance of his Maker, forms for him- 
ſelf alone, and not one man for another — This know 
ledge folely appertains to the univerſal Arbiter, who 
knows whereof we are made, and caſt us i in fo various 
aud different tnoulds. I think T may venture to 
affert, that the + Slate” never Goniphated of their, 


that they r ed editing of their pre- 


ſent conditio under their lordly maſters ;' where 
they kee alt che accommodations paſs 
%%% 1 


by themſelves. to others, without reaping. any be- 
nefit therefrom—where they contemplate that, gran- 
deur, of which their own wy forms the moſt 
confiderablc oo. „„ 40s 26rt..aman 
It a Manda, that als; ah digendition; + 
Moſes there were bondmen under ſervitude to the 
children of Iſrael; but there are expreſs direQions 
for treating them with kindneſs and mercy, and 
ſeveral heavy denunciations againſt thoſe who 
ce fbould torture them under the barrow of oppreſ- 
% fon. The Iſraelites were exhorted to remem- 
ber their own bondage in the land of Egypt, and 
to treat their ſervants | with the ſame lenity they 
wiſhed to experience themſelves when they w 
in ſimilar circumſtances. It is alſo. os: 
the Chriſtian Inſtitution ſuppoſes that Slavery has 
ſubſiſted, and admoniſhes perſons in that unhappy 
ſituation to an obedient conduct, that peace might 
be preſerved in families and ſtates. Vet though this 
is. allowed, zbat man muſt be a very ſuperficial. 
reader. of the New Teſtament, who does not find 
it to abound with nenn of good-will to all 
* 
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men, as we are the common offipring of one uni- 
verſal Parent, with whom there is no reſpect of 
perſons, and who conſequently exhorts all men, every 
where, without diſtinction of age, ſex, colour, or 

climate, to embrace the religion of Jeſus, and to 
partake of all its privileges. Beſides, who will 
be found daring enough to aſſert, that the Chriſtian 
diſpenſation does not, in the genius and ſpirit of it, 
_ orally abrogate Slavery? All its merciful operations 

were gradual and ſlow, none of them were wrought 
into inſtant effect, and therefore Slavery, amidſt 
the other evils which the Saviour came to deliver 
us os was not done immediately away. 


oak ths laſt | objection 1 0 wal plaufible, wid 
obtains more than all the reſt put together, I ſhall 
attempt its confutation particularly; but why do 
I ſay attempt, when it has been already done un- 
anſwerably by a maſterly hand, the learned and 

ingenious Dr. Beattie, in his Eſſay on Truth. 1 
will then repeat his ſentiments on the ſubje, as 
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Ariſtotle ſays, © That men of little genius nd 
e great bodily ſtrength are by nature deſtined 
« ſerve, and thoſe of better capacity to a 
« mand; — that the natives of Greece, and 
10 ſome other countries, being naturally ſupe- 
< rior in genius, have a natural tight to em- 
« pire; and that the reſt of mankind being na. 
15 — ſtupid, are deſtined to labour an- 
De Republ. lib. x. cap. 5, 6.) This reaſoning is 
now, alas! of little advantage to Ariſtotle's coun- 
trymen, Who have for many ages been doomed 
to that ſlavery, which, in his judgment, nature 
had deſtined them to impoſe upon others; and 
many nations whom he would have conſigned to 
everlaſting ſtupidity, have ſhewn themſelves. equal 
in genius to the moſt exalted of human kind. 
It would have been more worthy of Ariſtotle to 
have inferred man's natural and univerſal right to 
liberty, from that natural and; ugiverſal paſſion 
with which men deſire it. He wanted perhaps, 
to deviſe ſome excuſe for ſervitude; a praftice- 
which, to their eternal. reproach, both Greeks: and 


Romans tolerated even in the days of their glory. | 


* 


tun. 


EY more modern advocate for Slavery expreſſes 
 kinſalf in a ſimilar manner; and would to God 
bis writings had not a yet more baneful tendency _ 
than any thing he could fay reſpeQing this in- 
human traffic | I am apt to ſuſpect (ſays Mr. 
Hume) the Negroes, and all the other ſpecies of 
ce black men, to be naturally inferior to the Whites. 
«© There never was a civilized nation of any other - 
© complexion than white, nor even vol 
eminent either in action or ſpeculation ; 

© ingenious manufacturers among them, no a, 
4 no ſciences,  'There are Negro Slaves diſperſed 
«| alt over Europe, of which none ever diſcovered 
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Theſe ans. are PI 4. Dr. Beattie, 
but I know not whether they have any thing elſe 
fo recommend them : for though true, they would 
not prove the point in queſtion, except it were 
alſo proved that the Africans and Americans, even 
though arts and ſciences were introduced among 
Wa would till remain unſuſceptible of cultiva- 
1 he nhabitants of Great- Britain and France 

were 


1 
were as Tavage two thouſand years ago, as. | thoſe 
of Africa and America are at this day. TO 
civilize a nation is a work which requires long 
time to accompliſh ; and one may as well ſay of an 
infant, that he can never become a man, as of a 
nation now barbarous, chat it can never be ei- 
Beſides, of the facts here aſſerted no man could 
have ſufficient evidence, except from a perſonal 
acquaintance with all the Negroes that now are, or 
ever were, on the face of the earth. Thoſe people 
vrite no hiſtories, and all the reports of all the 
travellers that ever viſited them, will not amount 
to ba * like a Noa of what is here affirmed. 
But it is well known thas theſe aa are not 
| true. The empires of Peru and Mexico could 
not have been governed, nor the metropolis of the 
latter built in ſo ſingular a manner, in the middle 
of a lake, without men eminent both for action and 
| . Were there no other inſtance, this | 
itſelf muſt be admitted as a Compleat refutation -of 


this = 
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de formidable: GA which the champions for | 
Slavery ſo e repeat. 


But there are others. The Ethiopian eunuch, 
whom Philip baptized as he was returning from 

Jeruſalem, was ſufficiently ſkilled in the Hebrew 
language 'to read the Prophecy of Iſaiah, and, 
from his deſire of further information, was ad- 
mitted to the privileges of the Chriſtian reli- 
gion in a miraculous and ſupernatural manner : 
Impreſſed with a ſenſe of the important bleſ- 
tings he was router: with, he went on his way 


5 8˙ 


More modern times furniſh us with inſtances of 
refined genius and ſenſibility from Africans, inured 
to ſlavery, and ſcarcely emancipated. Theſe have | 

appeared in Letters and Poems, which would do 
honour to the pen of the moſt cultivated Eu- 
ropean; and many of theſe defenceleſs captives, 
notwithſtanding all their diſadvantages, have 
| go 1 of affection x gratitud e, and every 
C aaniiable 


TT 'J 
amiable. quality of the human mind, in a 1 
rior degree to their baughty brethren ied a 3 3 


colour. 


| But, 4 theſe ns 4 chat ana Py 
the God of gain, when driven to their laſt ſub- 
terfuge ; . What is to become of our Weſt-India 
Iſlands? How can the produce of them be tranſ- 
mitted to the Mother Country? — Rather aſk, if a 
diminution of their grandeur muſt not be the un- 
auvoidable conſequence of this act of humanity ? 
. Suppoſe the luxuries which they annually export 
home were rendered ſomewhat dearer by the eman- 
cipation of theſe miſerable captives ; is that ade- 
quate to the _ ſufferings and premature death of 
millions of our fellow- creatures? Can any advan- 
tage be put in competition ? Does the good re- 
| ceived bear any kind of proportion to the evil 
endured ? Is there a heart ſo hardened by the love 
of gain, as to heſitate a moment in the anſwer ? 
Conſider, Brethren, by are members one of 
another! ä 


Conſider 
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 Gandides,; you are the offspring of .« one _< common 

Parent; ;—theſe are your fellow-creatures; formed by 
the ſame beneficent hand, endowed with the fame fa- 

culties, ſent into the world on the ſame errand, to 
glorify our common Lord, and be prepared for 
the happineſs of a more perfect ſtate. Surely this 
relation claims our kindneſs and regard, inſtead of 
that diabolical conduct too freq uently exerted againſt 
theſe children of calamity. 


And we have a ſtill nearer relation to them, as 
enjoying the common grace of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, put into a capacity of being ſaved from 
the ſame univerſal ruin, raiſed to the enjoyment of 
the ſame ſpiritual privileges, and are repreſented, 
whether Greek, Barbarian, Bond or Free, as ſtand- 
ing in the neareſt poſſible relation, as under one 
head, and entitled t to every office of kindneſs and 
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| This exerciſe of mutual Charity is ſtrielly en- 
wings by our Divine Maſter—his religion raiſes this 
precept 
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precept to un pitch; our Saviour e s i 
| his now: commandment, | and that - with” prcatic 
force and energy, as one of the laſt he bet behind; 
it was the dying injunction of our common Friend, 
that we ſhould love one another; this is the very 
badge of the Chriſtian profeſſion, its Higheſt orna- 
ment, and ſtrongeſt recommendation. b 


Do I addref myſelf to Britons, 1 for their 
 generolity ? Let it not be ſaid that Slavery is coun- 
tenanced by the moſt brave and moſt generous 
people on the face of the earth; by a people ani- 
mated with the love of liberty beyond all other 
nations, ſo as to excite univerſal admiration. Shall 
ſuch as theſe refuſe deliverance to the captives, or 
| bay 6 to ſet at FORO thoſe eng are bruiſed? 


Above all: "6 * Dang "and: ls FP God 
appeared in faving us by his mercy ? Has he made 
Charity the diſtinguiſhing characteriſtic of his 
religion? And will you not by fuch motives as 
theſe inculcate its influence? Will you not, each in 
2 your 
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6 your different ſphere, be perſuaded + to promote 


this affection of love and benevolence, to abound 


in thoſe acts of kindneſs which adorn the doctrine 
of God our Saviour, and fully to exerciſe that 
benevolent precept which teaches us, To ove ut] 
neig bbour as ourſehves, 


% 
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